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What is the Primary Care Research 
Institute Jordi Gol?

ü It is a private, non-profit making organisation promoted by 
the Health Department of Catalonia, the Institut Catala de 
la Salut –Catalan Health Institute (ICS) and in collaboration 
with the University Autònoma of Barcelona 

ü The main purpose of the Institute is to promote research in 
the field of primary health care in Catalonia. 

ü It has evolved from the Jordi Gol i Gurina Foundation
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Vision & mission
• Vision
• Primary Healthcare is an essential element in the 

provision of services within a healthcare system. 
Both research and the ongoing process of 
continuous training, function as a means to 
obtaining the necessary evidence in order to 
facilitate and give support to quality improvement 
of the services provided. At the same time they 
facilitate the progress of scientific knowledge in 
this field. 

• Mission
• To maintain a wide offer of services addressed to 

professionals and workers in primary care in order 
to help them in their participation and leadership in 
all aspects related to research in this field.
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Organization
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Facilities

ü530 square metres of area 
exclusively for primary care research
ü100 square metres for research for 

each territorial unit (Support Units  
for Research-USR)

ü196 research centres
ü 10 are Non ICS providers 
ü 186 are ICS centres 
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IDIAP’s Human 
Resources

ü 32 non research staff personnel
ü More than 188 collaborators

ü Currently, 36 full time researchers
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IDIAP main services

B. Project 
promotion

assessment
and 

consolidation

C. Management of 
fundsD. Dissemination

& Publication

E. Ethical Issues
Assessment

A. Training and 
consolidation of 

teams
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Training and consolidation of research
groups

Promotion of research groups and networks: 
 

ü To provide an exchange forum for all researchers working on similar 
research lines in order to consolidate the research areas of the 
IDIAP Jordi Gol: 9 areas at the moment with a scientific committee 
each one: 

- Cardiovascular 
- Life styles 
- Diabetes 
- Health Services Research 
- Ageing 
- Infectious diseases 
- Respiratory diseases 
- Mental Health 
- Cancer 

 
ü To provide Territorial Units of Support to research at the 
different territorial areas of Catalonia in order to: coordinate 
researchers, promote groups, assess the design of new projects, 
develop multi-centre projects and support the execution of the field 
work: 8 Units at present. 
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Training and consolidation of research
groups (research areas)

• Functions

ü To coordinate the various research groups who work within the 
Research Area

ü To prioritize areas of research taking into account the background 
knowledge of the current state of research at the Research Area

ü To promote and select ideas

ü Project assessment and tendering projects in response to public calls 
for proposals

ü Coordination with organizations in the same field (scientific societies, 
research groups, other networks and institutions) and management
of their participation

ü To transfer results (clinical guidelines, to establish connections with 
professionals from other fields, etc)
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Training and consolidation of research
groups (Territorial Units of Support)

• Functions

üOrganitzacion of research within the 
territory
üPromotion of research within the territory
üCoordination
üDifussion of research within the 

Primarycare field and outside the 
Primarycare field: Transfer of results
üManagement of funds
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Training and consolidation of research
groups (2)

Promotion of research groups and networks: 
 

 
ü To participate in research networks: 

• Prevention in PHC (redIAPP): http://www.rediapp.net 
• Mediterranian Diet and cardiovascular disease (PREDIMED) 
• Network on Tobacco 
• Ageing research network 
• Computerized Research Network in Primary Care (XIIAP) 

 
ü To seek alliances and synergies with other national, European and 
international working teams to consolidate research lines and to participate in 
projects calls announced by the European Union.  Ex: eHID, DE-PLAN, CASE, 
EURHOMAP 
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Territorial organization
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Organization in Catalunya
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IDIAP

• Support Unit/ Unitat de Suport
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• CEIC
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Matrix between Research Areas and
Territorial Support Units (UST)
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Matrix between Research Areas  and 
Research Infrastructures

RESEARCH ORGANISATION TOPICS

redIAPP
Network 
IRYSS Predimed RCESP Tobacco Preven-tion Ageing UAB Other EASD
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Training and consolidation of research
groups (3)

Investigator training: 
 

ü Organisation of research-related courses. 
 

§ Logistic Regression- Cox- Kaplan Meier  (2 editions) 
§ Quality Management Diploma 
§ “Reference manager” 
§ Clinical trials in Primary Care (AGICAP) (2 editions) 
§ Validation of questionnaires  
§ How to publish in international journals 

 
ü Initiation to research by adding new investigators onto the 
projects.  

 
 

http://www.idiapjgol.org
http://www.idiapjgol.org


Institut Institut dd’’InvestigaciInvestigacióó en Atencien Atencióó PrimPrimàària Jordi Golria Jordi Gol
www.idiapjgol.orgwww.idiapjgol.org

Promotion of Doctors 
among PHC professionals
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Project promotion, assessment and 
development

ü Promotion: 
Search for ideas and their consolidation for the generation and preparation of 
new projects to be presented to public competitive calls for proposals 

 
ü Assessment of projects: 
Advisory boards: 

− The Ethics and Clinical Research Committee 
− The Scientific Committee  

 
ü Financial aid: 
− Annual announcement call for granting projects (12,000 €)  
− Collaboration with other research prizes in PC 

  
ü Projects, study groups and consultancy 
− Development of own research projects and study groups 
− Development of consulting projects, both nationally and internationally 
− Development of Technical Support Units: Teleform processing of 

questionnaires, statistical analysis. 
− Development of an Observatory from electronic clinical records 
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Project management
ü Fund management 

 
Economic management of financial resources and funds allocated for 
research purposes within the field of primary care (donations, grants, 
contracts, etc).  
Management of human resources of the projects (calls for researchers, 
grants, contracts, agreements, etc.). 

 
 
 

ü Support for project development 
 

By seeking scale economies among the different projects conducted under 
the scope of the IDIAP and by seeking human resources that provide 
support (postgraduate alumni, pre-doctorate fellowships, etc.) 
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Research Experience
evaluation projects

Evaluation of projects
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Research Experience
Number of clinical trials
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Ongoing Projects
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Research Unit
• Created towards the end of 2001

• It is a joint venture of IDIAP Jordi Gol and the Catalan Institute 
of Health,  and partially supported by the Ministry of Health 

• The main working fields are:
ü The development of a Primary Healthcare Observatory based on 

computerised primary care centres. Projects involved: 
• General Practice Computerised Research Network (XIIAP)
• eHID project
• REGIPREV

ü Development of a research line related to smoking cessation in PC
ü Projects: ISTAPS, gender and quitting smoking, genetic variants involved
ü Support to research projects on the issues of research design and analysis
ü Organisation of continuing medical education activities on research 

methodology
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EPSO
• EPSO has three main aims:
•
ü To increase Catalan primary healthcare 

researchers’ participation in European projects

ü To offer support in research management of 
European projects

ü To create a communication network and 
facilitate its use among researchers and 
institutions
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European Projects
• Current projects:

è DE-PLAN 
è DE-PLAN Genètica
è eHID
è PESCE
è MOTIVATE
è EURHOMAP
è PHAMEU
è EUCCLID
è EPA - Cardio

• Projects in bidding process:

è APRES 
è SEACAP
è NSAIDS-PMAP
è Diabetic polyneuropathy of different pathogenetic, biochemical and 

genetic risk markers in diabetes mellitus
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Organization: AGICAP (1)

ü Promotion of quality research in clinical trial format in Primary
healthcare in Catalonia

ü Complete support to the promotor of clinical trials, either
assessment of its feasibility and/or  technical, scientific and 
administrative cooperation

ü CEIC of IDIAP approves the development and execution of clinical
trials coming from its own network and other external networks 

ü Training in clinical trial research for primary healthcare
professionals 

ü Promotion of cooperation among researchers in the network 

ü To encourage and coordinate the exchange of ideas, research 
projects and needs of research at primary care in Catalonia 
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Organization: AGICAP (2)
ü Assessment on design and feasibility of research studies at Primary Care

(Clinical trials and studies post authorization) 

ü Incoorporating the practical experience of researchers who still have clinical
activity and who are experts in various fields

ü One exclusive CEIC which guides the ICS Primary healthcare centres and 
other private centres with an agreement with IDIAP

ü Search for accredited and motivated researchers of the AGICAP network to 
carry out clinical trials, with criteria of rigour and professionalism

ü Confidentiality in all processes 

ü Management of all administrative licences

ü Efficient management of contracts and payments

ü Quality and fast recruitment of professionals

http://www.idiapjgol.org
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AGICAP: Evolution of
clinical trails
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Organization: CEA
ü Its purpose is to promote reflexion and ethical

behaviour when taking clinical decisions within
Primary Helathcare

ü It is created by joint initiative of IDIAP Jordi Gol 
and ICS, and it is open to all primary healthcare
providers in Catalonia

ü It is a plural and multidisciplinary consultative
committee formed by representatives from
different professional fields, especially
practitioners, users of the healthcare services, 
managers and institutional representatives
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Organization: CEIC

üThe first CEIC acredited in Spain in the 
area of Primary Healthcare 

üEnables clinical research in primary care
to be potentiated due to the number of 
diseases with high prevalance diagnosed
and treated at the primary care level and 
not in hospital care
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Information and dissemination of 
research

ü Information on calls related to research and other related information: 
“InfoGol” newsletter 

 
ü Scientific workshops and seminars: 
for the debate, exchange and dissemination of research experiences in PC: 

− Research Congress offered by the Jordi Gol Foundation every 2 years (1997, 1999, 
2001, 2003, 2005, 2008) 

− Jordi Gol Memorial: 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2005, and 2008 
− Interdisciplinary Congress: 1999 2001 and 2003 
− Other Workshops: Project evaluation, etc. 

 
ü Publications: 

− Summary of Research Congress 
− Scientific Reports for years 1998 to 2004 
− Publication of awarded projects 
− Nursing Guides 
− Books: 
o Barbara Starfield. Primary Care. Balance between healthcare needs, services and 

technology. Barcelona: Masson,  2001 (in catalan and Spanish) 
o Guide of good practice in research in Primary Care. Barcelona: Fundació Jordi Gol. 

2003 
 

ü Web:  http://www.idiapjgol.org 
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Information and dissemination of 
research (2)

 
ü Aid for the translation of articles into English: 

 

Announcement for the granting of financial aid for the translation of 
scientific articles within the scope of primary care, for the purpose of 
publication in English written journals. The objective is to promote the 
dissemination of our projects by way of internationally renowned scientific 
journals, with an impact factor, and to help investigators in the field of 
primary care to improve their curriculum with regard to publications.  
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Evolution of the Impact Factor
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•• RelationshipsRelationships betweenbetween ResearchResearch AreasAreas and and otherother important important 
ResearchResearch OrganizationsOrganizations
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Research network
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Contact Us

• www.idiapjgol.org

• Tl. 93 482 41 24
• Fax. 93 482 41 74

• idiap@idiapjgol.org
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